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Summary of Non-Native Phragmites 

1. Negatively impacts the ecosystem, wildlife, and recreational use 

2. Spreads via intense rhizomes (roots), stolens,  or seeds 

3. Europe → US east coast, issue in MI & WI, now on Turtle Lake 

4. Challenging to differentiate from native phragmites for novice 

5. Control programs 

 Any control requires a permit from MN DNR 

 Herbicide treatment is recommended as primary control method 

 Herbicides can result in significant reduction if treated earlier 

6. Options for control on Turtle Lake will be discussed at end  

 

 



Native Phragmites 

 Native Phragmites exists and is a 
valuable wetland plant 

 Much less dense 
 Allows other plants to co-exist 
 Many detailed characteristics used 

to distinguish from non-native but 
look similar to the novice, 
especially during summer. 
 

Names: 
 Native:    Phragmites Australis, subsp Americanus 

 
 Non-Native: Phragmites Australis, subsp Australis 

    aka: common reed, Giant reed 
 
 



Why is Non-native Phragmites a Problem? 

 Decreases quality of 
wetland habitat 

 Decreases native plant 
biodiversity 
 

 Reduces beach and 
shoreline use 

 Alters the structure 
and function of marsh 
systems by changing 
species composition, 
nutrient cycles and 
hydrological regimes.  

Slide adapted from Stacy Schumacher, WI DNR 
Wetland Invasive Species Program 



Non-native Phragmites is a Problem 

Slide from Heather Braun, 
Great Lakes Phragmites Commission 



How is Non-Native Phragmites Spread? 
Rhizomes and stolons Seeds 

 
 In low water conditions, phragmites can also expand via horizontal 
above-ground stems, called stolons or “runners.”  



  

Slide from Heather Braun, 
Great Lakes Phragmites Commission 



Non-Native Phragmites in Michigan 



Non-Native Phragmites in Wisconsin 
• Treating 3600 acres along 118 miles of Lake Michigan 
• Spent over $1.2 million dollars 



Non-Native Phragmites in MN 

 
Keegan Lund, MN DNR Report December 16, 2013 

 “The plant has been observed in isolated wetlands across 

the Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area but has not been 

documented along the shores of many Minnesota lakes.” 







No Treatment Permits by MN DNR for Non-native Phragmites 



Photo from Keegan Lund, MN DNR Report 
December 16, 2013, 

Non-native Phragmites on Turtle Lake 

* ONLY east central side  
surveyed Dec 2, 2013 
 

Complete study pending. 
 



Photo from Keegan Lund,  
MN DNR Report  
December 16, 2013, 

Non-native Phragmites on Turtle Lake 



MN DNR Report  
December 16, 2013, 

Non-native Phragmites on Turtle Lake 

May 2010 

Dec 2013 



  

Slide from Heather Braun, 
Great Lakes Phragmites Commission 



Typical expansion 

Slide from Stacy Schumacher, WI DNR 
Wetland Invasive Species Program 
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Options for TLHA to address Non-Native Phragmites 

A) Do nothing 

B) Encourage homeowners with non-native Phragmites to control it with 
appropriate DNR permits. 

C) TLHA work with MN DNR: fund a licensed applicator to treat non-
native Phragmites in all areas identified by MN DNR on Turtle Lake. 

 Systematic and targeted application 

 Optimal herbicide 
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